
Mr. Andrew J. Dvorak
August 20, 2013

Dvorak, Andrew, J.,"Drew", 41, of Tampa, Florida, entered into eternal rest
August 20, 2013. He was a Veteran of the United States Navy, and was
employed as an airline pilot. He is survived by his son Damian Dvorak;
parents Joseph and Melanie Dvorak; brother Donald Dvorak (Marcela);
nephew Daniel Dvorak; niece Angela Dvorak; friend and ex-wife Lori Smith;
and many loving family and friends. A graveside service will be held on
Wednesday, August 28 at 2:30 P.M. at Florida National Cemetery, 6502 SW
102nd Avenue, Bushnell. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribution may be
made in his name to the Wounded Warrior Project www.woundedwarriorprojec
t.org. Expressions of condolence at www.hopewellfuneral.com.
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Hopewell Funeral Home - August 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Hopewell Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak

ME

Melanaie - December 18, 2025 at 12:14 PM

Another year has passed since you went away. I think of you often and
miss you as much as ever. Trying to picture you at 54 years old hard to
imagine, Happy Birthday. Is there a celebration in heaven? If so wish I
could be there. Mom

Mom - August 19, 2025 at 09:26 PM

12 years since you got your wings. Spoke with Damian to wish him
a happy 22nd birthday. He talks just like you. Missing you. Mom

Mom - December 18, 2024 at 06:01 PM

53 years old today. Dad and I trying to picture you at this age.
Wondering if you would still be full of it. You kept us on our toes.
You are missed and loved as much as ever.
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Melanie Dvorak - September 01, 2024 at 01:15 PM

11 years this month, time flies by, it won't be long before we are
together again - Love , Mom

Mom - December 18, 2023 at 03:33 PM

10 birthdays without you. You would be 52 this year. It's hard to
picture. Your Aunt Nancy joined those who wait on the other side.
Remember how we would put our Christmas tree up on your
birthday. Everyday seems to rush by leaving us in the wake. I think
of you every day and hope you have found peace.

Mom - August 19, 2023 at 12:40 PM

10 Years have passed since you left this
existence, hopefully to a better place. Your
Aunt Lee joined you this year. Praying you are
all together. Damian is doing well, 20 years
old. He just finished a course in auto
mechanics and has a job. I remember how you liked to go to the
junk yard and pick through the wrecked cars for parts to keep your
vehicles going. You have not been forgotten - Mom

Mom - October 03, 2022 at 06:11 PM

We spoke with Damian and Lori this week, they are ok, survived the
hurricane with no damage. Damian is doing well, but of course you
already know that. Still missing you as much as ever...Mom
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Mom - September 18, 2021 at 10:55 AM

I came across this poem which says it so well. 
  

I still count to four 
 When I gather forks 

 to set the dinner table 
 or when I calculate the 

brownie cuts 
 so that all have equal parts 

  
I still count you in 

 my unconscious movements 
 the momentary minutia of my days 

  
You are absent 

 but not from my thoughts 
 or pulse 

 or breath. 
  

Janice Stringham LFevre

Mom - August 30, 2021 at 06:26 PM

WT - Thank you for thinking of my boy. 8 years gone to the other
side. Miss you every day. Damian graduated from high school and
celebrated his 18th birthday. He is a constant reminder of you, what
joy that brings to us.

WT - May 07, 2021 at 09:27 PM

Just so Mom knows, she’s not always the one thinking of you. What
a fun, complex man you were.
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WT - May 07, 2021 at 09:28 PM

Not ONLY the one — sorry, Mom. It’s lovely to see how much you love
you boy.

Mom - December 18, 2020 at 01:42 PM

Today 49 years old! Happy Birthday. Wondering what you are
thinking as you look down on us and the conditions we are living in.
Its a crazy time. Praying there is peace with you and all of our family
that have gone on. Love you, Mom

Mom - August 19, 2020 at 12:34 PM

7 years have gone by, seems only yesterday
that we got that call that every parent dreads.
We spoke with Damian on his birthday, 17
years old! He sounds like you, laughs like
you, and still looks so like you. We are so
grateful for him and the memories of you. Love you - Mom

Mom - December 18, 2019 at 11:13 AM

Happy Birthday - forever young - today would
have been your 48 birthday. Love you and
think of you often. Hope you are happy and
carefree, that's what heaven is supposed to
be.
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Mom - September 26, 2019 at 01:26 PM

Missed marking the date of your passing (6
years ago), You are on my mind today as
always and thought I would check in. The
tears are still there and you are missed as
much as ever. I love you so much and look
forward to the time when we will be together again. Mom

Mom - December 18, 2018 at 10:19 PM

Today, your 47th birthday. Thinking of you with a smile on my face.
Life was never dull with you. Praying that you are with those who
love you and are happy. Still missing you. Mom

Mom - August 18, 2018 at 03:26 PM

It's 5 years since you passed not a day goes by that I don't think of
you and remember the joy you brought to my life. The empty spot in
my heart never fills and the tears still flow for the times we missed.
Mom

Mom - December 18, 2017 at 11:29 AM

Today we celebrate you on what would have
been your 46 birthday. Remembering our first
sight of you and the joy we felt, our hearts
filled with love. Little did we know where your
life would take us. The ups and the downs,
the laughs and the tears. You were always so determined in
everything, you made us proud and you made us sad. I pray that it
is true that we are with our loved ones after we pass through the veil
and look forward to being with you again. Mom
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MB - April 03, 2018 at 09:28 PM

Oh my what happened to Drew? So sad to hear of this news. I loved
him so much. Sorry for your loss.

mom - July 14, 2017 at 01:26 PM

Thinking of you, find I still have tears and
wishing we could go back in time to make
everything right. Many happy memories of the
good times.

Christine
Gambino

Christine Gambino - July 24, 2017 at 01:58 PM

So sorry to hear of Drews passing. We dated for 6 months in 1998. A
short time but he made an impact on my life and have thought of him
through the years. He was so full of life, I loved his laugh

Your Friend - December 19, 2016 at 09:45 AM

Spent most of yesterday thinking about you and the light you
brought into this world. Happy birthday, dear friend. You will never
know how much you are missed.

WT - October 13, 2016 at 06:43 AM

WT lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak
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Mom - September 11, 2016 at 04:57 PM

Its been 3 years - seems like yesterday when you left us but again
seems like we have lived this way forever - always in my thoughts -
Mom

Mom - March 31, 2016 at 11:41 AM

You are close today - remembering the happy times - Love Mom

Mom - December 18, 2015 at 09:36 AM

Today we celebrate your 44th birthday -
remembering the happiness you brought to
our lives - the ache never goes away -
praying it is trues that we will be together
again - Love - Mom

Mike Cline - August 25, 2015 at 01:15 PM

Mike Cline lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak

Mike Cline - August 25, 2015 at 01:13 PM

I am so shocked to hear of Drew's passing. We were roommates
when we were stationed at Camp LeJeune. There was never a dull
with him. My Thoughts and Prayers are with his Family and Friends.
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Mom - August 09, 2015 at 05:38 PM

John and Art Balena went to the Temple with me to receive by proxy
your ordinances, so the rest is up to you. It meant a lot to me to
have someone who knew you serve our family. It's nearly 2 years
now and not a day goes by that I don't think about you and miss
you. Some tmes you seem so near. Forever in my heart - Mom

mom - March 15, 2015 at 07:32 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

mom - March 15, 2015 at 07:32 PM

Haven't been here in a couple of months but missing you today and
everyday - sharing a photo of our visit with Damian - he looks so
much like you and is such a good kid - we are glad you left him
behind to enjoy - you live on in him
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Mom - January 20, 2015 at 07:48 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Mom - January 20, 2015 at 07:46 PM

Thinking of you today and everyday - the time goes by - 2015 - the
pain of missed times together is just as great as the day you left us
behind - hoping to see Damian next month - he is so like you - I'm
glad for the sweet memories I have of you - Mom

lori. - January 03, 2015 at 04:02 PM

oops forgot to finish song we both loved. black roses and hail
mary;s cant bring back what's taken from me. I reach to the sky and
call out your name. If I could trade I would .and it feels and it feels
like heavens so far way and it feels like and it feels like the world
has gone cold now that you've gone away gone away gone away

lori smith - January 03, 2015 at 03:54 PM

Tried to go to grave today to put new flowers but huge accident on I
75 will go tomorrow to put black roses We love the Offspring song
and black roses on the grave to show that I still care. Miss you baby
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lori - January 03, 2015 at 03:46 PM

Lori lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

LO
lori - January 03, 2015 at 03:47 PM

thinking of you .i miss you

Lori - December 18, 2014 at 10:34 AM

Thinking of you today on your birthday and everyday that passes. I
see you and feel your presence in our son we created with the help
of GOD. He is perfect. No flaws not one. You came into my life for a
reason and brightened my world with a son. To that I am grateful.
Please continue to watch over Damian. We do talk about you and
miss you. Happy Birthday Drew!

Mom - November 21, 2014 at 04:21 PM

Time goes by - sometimes so quickly and other times so slowly -
always in my thoughts and especially in my heart

Mom - October 22, 2014 at 08:43 PM

I watched the contrail of a jet form in the morning sky today and
thought about you - missing you and loving you -
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WT - September 18, 2014 at 08:16 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Mom - September 18, 2014 at 10:19 AM

Another month has passed - so much
suffering around us - will time heal a broken
heart? Not yet - Love to you

mom - August 18, 2014 at 05:08 PM

12 months - it seems like yesterday and then
again it seems forever - Always in my
thoughts and in my heart - I try to focus on the
good times - there is a hole in my heart that
only you can fill - Art is going to be proxy for
you at the Temple - will you accept or deny - I will do my part - Mom

W.T. - August 18, 2014 at 08:09 AM

W.T. lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak
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Mom - July 18, 2014 at 11:11 AM

July 18th - 11 months have gone by - hoping
that where you are there is peace - there is
none on the earth at this time - perhaps the
time when we will be together again is getting
closer - you are always in my thoughts

Mom - June 19, 2014 at 11:24 AM

My life is bookmarked, before August 18, 2013 and after August 18,
2013, always in my thoughts. I will love you forever.

Mom - June 19, 2014 at 11:22 AM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Mom - May 18, 2014 at 03:21 PM

Today marks nine months since you went
away - missing you always
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Mom - April 18, 2014 at 08:38 PM

Son - eight months have passed since you left this mortality - I am
thankful for the promise of eternal life and hope that we will be
together again - I believe in Jesus Christ that he truly is the savior of
the world and because of him we will all have eternal life

Mom - April 18, 2014 at 08:35 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Mom - March 17, 2014 at 06:05 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Mom - February 18, 2014 at 10:09 PM

6 months have gone but I'm still struggling with the hole in my heart
- going to Florida next month to spend time with Damian - hope it
will help me to find joy in life again .
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Mom - February 18, 2014 at 10:07 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Danny Del Valle - February 06, 2014 at 02:28 AM

Wow, I heard the bad news today about Andy. Totally bummed me
out!!! I always felt thankful and blessed that the Dvorak's made me
feel part of their family. I miss u brother!!! Melanie and Joe, I'm
soooo sorry and miss u too!!! Please let me know if u need
anything. (818) 389-8265 

 Love you all. 
  

Danny Del Valle

Nickie Enos - January 31, 2014 at 08:47 AM

I knew Drew from the Navy and sorry to hear of his passing. He was
a good friend and I will miss him. My thoughts are with his son.
Gone too soon.

lodestardrive@sbcglobal.net - January 18, 2014 at 03:51 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall



SC

MO

MO

MO
Mom - January 18, 2014 at 03:53 PM

Happy Times - Alameda, Calif - Dad flew with you - I was a chicken!

steve and cassi carbajal - December 18, 2013 at 10:42 PM

Happy birthday to our friend up in heaven. We miss you and think
about you every day.

Mom - December 18, 2013 at 03:22 PM

42 years ago today you came to earth. Life was never the same.
You made us laugh and you made us cry. You helped us to learn
the lessons of life and you are still teaching us. Not one day has
passed that I haven't spent a good deal of it thinking of you and
wishing for a do-over but here are none in this life. I hope in heaven
there is a celebration of your birthday with those who love you.
Happy Birthday Son.

Mom - December 18, 2013 at 03:17 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

MO
Mom - December 18, 2013 at 03:24 PM

This is a favorite picture because your personality shines through,
always ready for an adventure.
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steve carbajal - December 19, 2013 at 07:53 PM

Melanie, I took this photo of Andy in photo class. It feels like yesterday,
we shared so many great times. Miss you Drew!!

Jamie
Owens

Jamie Owens - December 31, 2013 at 06:00 PM

just found out today of you leaving ,I will miss you my good friend ...Fly
free

Mom - November 29, 2013 at 11:22 AM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

Mom - November 18, 2013 at 02:29 PM

It's 3 months today since you left us - I think of you everyday and
hope you are happy and with those who love you - Mom

cassi carbajal - November 11, 2013 at 07:46 PM

Cassi Carbajal lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak



LS

LS

LS

NF

lori smith - November 09, 2013 at 02:02 PM

Just thinking of Drew a lot today. All I know to
do is pray for his soul to find peace. I lit a
candle for you Drew

lori smith - November 09, 2013 at 01:55 PM

Lori Smith lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak

lori smith - November 09, 2013 at 01:54 PM

2 files added to the album New Album Name

never forgotten - October 28, 2013 at 04:57 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Mom - October 18, 2013 at 03:06 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

MO
Mom - October 18, 2013 at 03:07 PM

2 months have gone by - I am a lucky one to have such amazing men
in my life - I love and miss you so

Mom - October 11, 2013 at 03:31 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

MO
Mom - October 11, 2013 at 03:33 PM

Seems like just yesterday you guys were hanging out together
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John Balena - September 26, 2013 at 11:15 PM

Dear Melanie and Joe, 
Andy is a great person, and may God bless him with happiness in
the hereafter. I know he had a wonderful family and young son of
his own whom I never met and I pray that the Lord will bring comfort
to you all in this difficult time. I have too many great memories of
Andy going all the way back to probably when we were just 3 or 4
year olds. Melanie and Joe, I always seem to see you around town
when I visit my parents and hope to see you soon again. 
Love always, 
John & Elizabeth Balena, Grace (7), George (5), Henry (2)

Mom - September 26, 2013 at 03:06 PM

I can't believe that you are gone - I think of you every day and pray
that you are happy - always in my thoughts and prayers - Mom

Mom - September 26, 2013 at 03:04 PM

Mom lit a candle in memory of Mr. Andrew J.
Dvorak

a friend - September 20, 2013 at 07:13 PM

Loved this guy so, so much. My greatest friend and confidant.
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Jason F Bird - September 19, 2013 at 06:46 AM

I remember coming to stay with my Grandpa & Grandma Fairbanks
on Newbird Lane in Saugus, Ca. My brother Dallin Bird & I thought
Andy & the Balina brothers were the coolest guys & we hung out
with them on a few occasions :-) 
I am very sorry for your loss, life is so precious. My condolences to
all those that loved Andy. 
Jason Bird

Jennifer Neff - September 10, 2013 at 11:01 AM

A true example of a fun, loving guy. Gone too soon. Ur wonderful
and are still making people smile, I know. U will b missed. Much
Love.

Keith Gilabert - September 04, 2013 at 10:31 AM

I played soccer with Andy as a kid. He was always fun to talk to and
he had a great sense of humor. He was a great guy! 

  
Rest in peace my friend.

Art Balena - September 03, 2013 at 09:04 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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lori smith - September 01, 2013 at 03:25 PM

we will see each other again 
 Love Lori (ex-wife and friend)

lori smith - September 01, 2013 at 03:23 PM

i love my dad
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Balena Family - August 30, 2013 at 12:40 PM

Dearest Joe, Melanie, Donny, Damian & Family, 
 We love your family and we love Andy and have so many, many

fond memories of him. He was always such a happy, energetic,
inquisative little guy. He was the same age as our son John and
spent a lot of playtime together, also Primary & Sunday School
classes. As we remember Andy, John, Art, David Moody, Scott
Smith were in Cub Scouts together and Melanie and I got to do
some cubing prep's with our son's then. Andy was also in soccer
with our son's named 'Blue Rovers United ' and Andy & John were 5
yrs old. & Art was 6 yrs.old. Frank Balena was their coach. 

 When we think of Andy and remember him, he is a sweetheart of a
friend forever. Love him . 

 John, Art, Andrea and Frank Balena

Lynnette Shardlow - August 29, 2013 at 02:49 PM

I'm so sorry that I didn't hear about this until today (Aug. 29),
Melanie. I send my deepest sympathy to you and rest of your family,
especially Damian. Lynnette Shardlow

Lesli Hobek - August 28, 2013 at 11:14 PM

Lesli Hobek lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak
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Lesli Hobek - August 28, 2013 at 11:13 PM

Drew Dvorak...what a great guy!! You always knew you were in for a
good time and many laughs when Drew was around. For sure,
heaven became much more lively and fun on Aug. 20. You are so
loved and missed, Drew. We all must make that final trip West
eventually, but yours was much too soon. Wishing you clear skies
and tailwinds as you make your final journey, West. Rest in peace,
Sweet Friend!!

William (Bill ) Luke - August 28, 2013 at 05:53 PM

I am sorry to hear of the passing of Drew. I remember the times
when they were all rambunctious kids bouncing off the walls with
energy. May the Lord Bless and Comfort the Dvorak Family.

Dawn - August 28, 2013 at 03:44 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

matt clark - August 28, 2013 at 01:34 AM

It's been so long since The Rosedell days but it seems like just the
other day we were all at "recess " hanging out and having fun. I'll
always keep those memories of the old SCV days. You'll be missed
friend. 
 
Matt Clark
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Steve Carbajal - August 28, 2013 at 12:21 AM

To my buddy Andy, you will be missed dearly everyday.

CA
Christine Armendariz Albert - August 28, 2013 at 12:47 AM

Great picture...yes, he will be missed indeed.

David Moody - August 27, 2013 at 10:39 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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matt clark - August 28, 2013 at 12:01 AM

Great picture David. Seems like we were all hanging out at Rosedell
just yesterday. How time goes by and a tragedy like this makes us
reflect.
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David Moody - August 27, 2013 at 10:38 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

David Moody - August 27, 2013 at 10:38 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

David Moody - August 27, 2013 at 10:35 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name
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Tony Sciarrino - August 27, 2013 at 09:37 PM

I was one of Andy's childhood friends. We
went through Jr high and High School
together. I have such great memories. I was
always so proud to say I have a friend who is
a pilot. I will miss talking to him and his funny
text messages he would send me. You will be missed so much and I
was so lucky to have you as a friend. 
 
Tony Sciarrino

DR
Dawn Teel Raskin - August 28, 2013 at 09:40 AM

Hey Tony could u text me at 6023010820 . I would like to discuss Drew
with you . Thx Dawn

Dawn Teel Raskin - August 27, 2013 at 09:27 PM

I knew Andy back in the SCV days. I feel very fortunate that I was
able to know him again as Drew over the past 5 years. He was
always a lot of fun and brightened my days with his humor . He will
be missed . My heart goes out to his son who I know he adored.

Ruth Denham - August 27, 2013 at 08:45 PM

Ruth Denham lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak
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Ruth Denham - August 27, 2013 at 08:48 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with Drews family. I had the pleasure of
working with him at DCA...Ruth (Pilot Shop)

Sheryl Moody Miller - August 27, 2013 at 07:43 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with the Dvoraks as well as with all of
Andy's friends and family. So many old memories of Andy and my
little brothers. Peace to him and to all whose lives he touched.

Lisa (Moody) Wutkee - August 27, 2013 at 07:32 PM

"Andy" was my brothers' childhood partner in crime, just another
pesky little boy to the big sisters. But we loved him, along with his
family. My condolences to the Dvorak family... Praying that you may
have peaceful hearts as you cope with the loss of your son, brother,
father, friend. Love to all. ~ Lisa Moody Wutkee

Helen Barkley - August 27, 2013 at 07:31 PM

Helen Barkley lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Andrew J. Dvorak
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Michelle Welch-Green - August 27, 2013 at 06:18 PM

Michelle Welch-Green lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Andrew J. Dvorak

Michelle Welch-Green - August 27, 2013 at 06:18 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Carlos A Tamayo - August 26, 2013 at 11:07 PM

I worked with Andrew at GoJet airlines and had the privilege to fly
with him as well. It was a lot of fun and I always hoped to fly with
him again. I was fortunate to see him in La Guardia prior to his
passing. We sat for an hour and spoke about our experience at
Delta Connection Academy and the Navy. I loved talking to him
because he would always put a smile on my face. Andrew thank
you for your military service, your wisdom shared in the cockpit, and
thank you for making me laugh. You will always be in our thoughts. 

  
Sincerely, 

 Carlos A. Tamayo 
 F.O. at GoJet Airlines 

 Navy Veteran
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Daniel - August 26, 2013 at 02:56 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

CA
Christine Armendariz Albert - August 27, 2013 at 04:54 PM

Great picture!

LW
Lisa (Moody) Wutkee - August 27, 2013 at 07:27 PM

Love you cute boys!!

SM
Sheryl Moody Miller - August 27, 2013 at 07:45 PM

Love this one!

Daniel - August 26, 2013 at 02:04 PM

We were childhood friend. We built forts, played outside, hiked,
fought, laughed, scouted, swam, fished, played with fireworks,
camped out in backyard tents, and were constant witness to
eachother's triumphs and injuries. I'm so very sad to hear of your
passing. Your friend (and blood brother), Daniel K Moody
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Chris Shepard - August 25, 2013 at 10:44 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Chris Shepard - August 25, 2013 at 10:48 PM

Drew and I worked together at Delta Connection Academy - in the
same office actually. After DCA, we both flew at Comair Airlines. Drew
had a quick wit, a wry sense of humor and a love for life. I'll miss him
as much as the rest of us. God bless him and his family.

Kami Wegman - August 25, 2013 at 02:27 PM

I had the pleasure of working with Drew at Comair. I don't think I
ever got to fly with him but I did get to speak with him many times. I
was a Crew Scheduler, we were the department that every pilots
family knows that if we call you don't answer the phone!! It was my
job to notify Drew of any changes to his daily schedule. I must say
every time I got to call on Drew it wasn't work, it was my pleasure.
He was always very nice, extremely pleasant and I will always
remember him as the utmost professional. Rest in peace friend, I'm
so sad to hear of your passing. But know we can all take joy in
knowing you're on your ultimate flight! I can only imagine the
beauty. 

  
Kami Wegman 

 Comair Crew Scheduler 
 2007-2012


